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ference of composition, but the converse is not true,
for two lights differing altogether in their composi-
tion, objectively, therefore, altogether different., may
yet produce the same sensation of colour, y

It has long been recognised that there appears to
be a sort of triplicity about colour, that, apparently,
three kinds of coloured light would suffice, by them-
selves  or their mixtures, to produce the various
colours that we see.   This triplicity might conceiv-
ably be either objective or subjective.   We might
imagine that there were three kinds of light mixed
together in the various lights which we see, even in
any given part of a pure spectrum; that these, if
they could be presented to us  separately, would
excite in  us three different sensations of colour,
the same for any one of the kinds whatever were
the refrangibility, or mixed refrangibilities, of the
light from which it was taken, supposing it could
have been isolated; that the difference of colour of
different lights depends on the difference of propor-
tion in which the three primary colours are mixed
together in it.   We might even suppose it possible
that the light of a given part of the spectrum might
be decomposed, though not by refraction yet by some
other means, into the three primary lights of the same
refrangibility, but of the three colours which, on this
hypothesis, by their mixture make it up.

On the other hand, we might adopt the subjective